CHAPTER VIII, WHILE THE CONFLICT RAGED
Lincoln's Call for 100,000 Men. Enlistment. Captain Conwell. In Camp at Springfield, Mass. The Famous Gold-sheathed Sword.
IN 1862, Lincoln sent out an earnest call for 100,000 men for the war.    Russell was not longer to be denied, and his father permitted him to enlist. What silent agony, what earnest prayers for his safety went up-from his mother's heart, only other mothers in those terrible days knew.
He raised a company from Worthington, Chesterfield, Htmtington, Russell, Blandford and the neighboring towns and was unanimously elected captain, though only nineteen. His earnest, fiery speeches had already made him famous, and when it was known he had enlisted and was raising a company, there was a rush to get into it, and the men as with one voice, demanded that he be their captain. 'No one ever thought of canvassing against him. A committee was appointed to wait on Governor Andrew to persuade him to commission Russell in spite of his age, and when he received the appointment, the cheers and applause of the enthusiastic, the quiet satisfaction of the sedate, showed the place which he had in their hearts. It is almost incomprehensible to those not acquainted with the man,
but those who have come in contact with him, know
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